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Gun Control in the US
Introduction

Lott (95) explains that gun control is the laws and procedures, which are used in the regulation of manufacturing, trade, possession, modification or firearms use by civilians. Most of the nations around the globe have restraining firearms rules and procedures (very few legislations about the issue being permitted)
. In the US, the issue of gun control can be debated either at the federal or the local state level. Lott (96) states that “the issue continues to be discussed across the nation with lines being drawn across the political divide, that is, the Democrats in favor of gun control and the Republicans against the laws and regulations.” He further states that those who support gun control use strong terms like; “criminal access to guns,” “gun violence prevention” among others to show that they are against the civilians possessing the firearms without restrictions on ownership
. On the other hand, those not in support of gun control assert that regulating possession of the firearms would be infringing on the rights of civilians that are enshrined in the constitution. That should not happen, particularly in the 21st century
. The focus of this paper will be on arguments in favor of gun control and those against gun control. It will further look at the arguments presented by those in support of the matter and those who are against the issue.
Arguments in favor of gun control

LePore (2) states that “gun control will help in reducing the number of guns at the hands of criminals and hence, crime rate reductions.” The simple fact that everyone agrees with is that there are two types of people, that is, the law-abiding citizens and the criminals. Without the firearms control, the guns may land in the wrong hands_criminals_and thugs
. According to him, having gun control regulations will keep the guns away from the criminals. The consequence of regulating gun ownership is that the rate of crime will reduce. Presently, there are laws and penalties for murder and other crimes. However, that does not deter the criminals from murdering people. That shows that putting other laws governing gun control may not have a significant impact on the issue. The best solution would be controlling the number of guns in the hands of the public and having stricter gun control rules and procedures. LePore (2) also argues that “the more the people own guns, the easier it is for those people to commit suicide and homicide.” According to him, there is a relationship between the number of homicides and the number of guns in the hands of the public. Having a firearm in a home raises the risk of committing suicide or homicide occurring. When a person has a gun; and they disagree with for example their neighbor, the person may decide to pull a trigger on the neighbor, an occurrence, which might not happen when there are restrictions
. Further, suicide mostly happens on the spur of the moment; it is not a process that is planned for a period. With guns at the hand of people intending to commit suicide, it makes the process easier as they only need to shoot themselves. The rate of suicide in states where the levels of gun ownership are high is almost twice as high as those where gun ownership levels are low. Most of the shootings and massacres in the US utilize legal weapons and banning the guns entirely will save lives. From 1982 to 2012, there were over sixty mass shootings in the US, of that number, the perpetrators of forty-nine shootings were using legal weapons (LePore, 3). That shows that banning of the guns may have prevented most of these shootings and saved a lot of lives. An example of how a ban on the guns can save lives include a case in Australia where there was a mass shooting in 1996, which led to the deaths of thirty-five people
. The Australian parliament immediately passed laws banning the gun ownership and a clump down was done to recover the guns. The result was a 59% drop in mass shootings and homicides in Australia a decade after the action.

“Lack of gun control is making people who do not qualify and should not own guns to buy and own them” (LePore, 3). The simpler it is for the public to purchase and own guns, the more the unqualified people possess the firearm. There are private sale exemptions in the US, which allows for the purchase and sale of firearms without checking the background of the person purchasing the firearm. Private gun sellers sell the guns to anyone including the unlicensed people so long as they do not believe that the person may cause harm to the public. That is very dangerous since most of the criminals can easily get the firearms. However, the loophole has been sealed in most of the states, but the criminals are taking advantage where there are still loopholes. It can be stopped entirely via the legislation of gun control. LePore (3) also argues that gun control would lead to a reduction in the number of accidental injuries. The unintentional shootings that led to deaths and were recorded in 2010 included slightly over 600 people. Most of the victims of these shootings are the under 25 people. Due to the ease in which the citizens can acquire the guns, some underage children get the guns without adequate knowledge on its usage then end up misusing them. Gun control would lead to a significant reduction in such cases.

Arguments against gun control

Barrett (2) argues that “gun control is a violation of the second amendment and an infringement on the rights of people to own firearms.” He further states that gun control is enshrined in the constitution and that the government should not select the laws to follow and those not to follow. The breaking of this law may result in a spillover effect, whereby laws will be broken without consequences. Those breaking the laws will refer to this one that was broken as justification to break other laws. The US is a nation that respects the rule of law, and therefore, gun control is not even a possibility unless the laws are changed. Additionally, the second amendment does not give the people an absolute right of owning all the weapons and therefore is not a threat to national security. “Guns do not kill people, but people do the killings” (Barrett, 2). Therefore, if a person wants to kill, they may use anything that is available to them to do the killings, for example, knives. Gun control should not be about regulating the number of guns that are in the hands of the public. It should instead be on educating people on how to use the guns responsibly. When the civilians are responsible, the killings will reduce regardless of the number of firearms in the arms of the public. For example, reckless driving of vehicles leads to many deaths on the American roads yearly, but that does not imply that the government should ban the cars, but instead educate the people on responsible driving. Barrett (2) states that “gun control will not solve the shooting menace since there are already too many guns in the hands of the civilians.” Additionally, there is evidence proving that places with strict gun laws experience shooting problems. For instance, Chicago is one of the cities in the US with stringent gun control laws but according to a report from the Chicago website, there were 762 gun deaths and 4331 shootings in 2016 alone in that city. That shows that gun control does not necessarily prevent gun violence. “Guns are a self-defense mechanism against criminals” (Barrett, 3)
. When citizens are in critical times and only seconds’ count, the law enforcement agencies are always minutes away from saving a situation. As per a report from the department of homeland security, the average time spent by a shooter in an incident at a learning institution is twelve and a half minutes. The law enforcement agencies, on the other hand, take an average of 18 minutes to respond to a distress call. They therefore in most cases arrive at an incident location when a shooter has accomplished their mission, and that does not save a situation. Thus, it is essential for people to own guns so that they may protect, themselves and their loved ones in the unfortunate shooting cases. According to Barrett (3), many lives would be saved if more guns would be available to the public. A parent can also defend their children in case there is an intruder in a home with the aim of killing. Police are using the firearms because of the violent people whom they encounter in their daily operations, and the average Americans need the firearm even more. “Having the gun control regulations and banning people from purchasing the firearms will lead to the emergence of black-market, thereby putting the criminals into business” (Barrett, 4). Just like the drugs black-market, there will be the emergence of firearm black-market, and hence, organized crime will increase
. Preventing this scenario from happening requires partial and not a total ban on the guns. Law-abiding citizens, who qualify, should be allowed to own guns
.

Conclusion

As seen in the arguments above, there are both weighty arguments in favor of and against the issue of gun control. Both the republicans and the democrats usually create the laws on partisan lines and not in the best interest of the public. The Republicans are against gun control while the Democrats are in support of gun control in America. The issue remains rocket science to the legislatures. 
For the issue to be managed, lives to be saved and sanity to return in this matter, the legislatures must sober up and agree to make stricter and more effective laws. The issue of gun control remains as complex as rocket science.
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